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Press Release
SUVA, Fiji 24th January 2012 






For Immediate Release

How legal and policy frameworks contribute to fisheries resources sustainability

ACP FISH II PROGRAMME NETWORK MEETING FOR PACIFIC REGION
Conference Centre, Novotel Hotel in Lami, Suva, Fiji

24th January 2012

As part of a programme to promote ACP Fish II activities in the Pacific region, a Network Meeting  and Press Briefing and reception is planned for  January 24 2012 at approximately  3:30-6:00 pm, which will involve participants from regional countries and key stakeholders in the fishing industry sector. A cocktail reception for all participants and the press will follow @ 6.30 pm.

The Meeting will offer participants the opportunity not only to learn more about how the ACP Fish II EC-funded Programme is contributing to improving fisheries management and benefitting the fishing industry as a whole, but also to share experiences with key stakeholders from other countries within the region. 
Theme and keynote speakers

The theme of the Networking Meeting is "How do Legal and Policy frameworks contribute to fisheries resources sustainability”
Keynote speaker Mr. Blaise Kuemlangan of FAO will speak about “Using the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries in the review of fisheries and aquaculture policy and legislative frameworks”.  Other guest speakers will include Mr. Glen Joseph, Director of Fisheries RMI who will speak about “How an efficient legal and Policy framework will contribute towards sustainable fisheries resources utilization and how the PE1 RMI project would assist RMI in doing that” and  Commander Sanaila Naquli, Director of Fisheries, Fiji will address “ Fiji sees the use of the Revised Fiji Fisheries legislation to enable sustainable fisheries resources use in the country and prevent illegal fishing practices.

The Meeting will take place during a 4 day workshop

Fiji will also host the 3rd PROGRAMME MONITORING AND TRAINING WORKSHOP FOR THE PACIFIC region from January 24-27 2012. During the 4-day event, participants from ACP countries will review project implementation and participate in a training session in the preparation of Terms of Reference within the EDF Project Cycle.  The  workshop is  expected to involve 35 participants : representatives of  Fisheries Administrations from 14  countries of the region, namely, Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Nauru, Niue, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tokelau, Tonga, Tuvalu and Vanuatu  and  from the most important Regional Fisheries Bodies (RFBs) and Regional Economic Communities (RECs), namely the Forum Fisheries Agency (FFA) , the Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC) and the Western Central Pacific Fisheries Commission (WCPFC) .
The role of the ACP Fish II Programme in the Pacific Region

ACP FISH II, a European Commission programme, aims to strengthen fisheries management in African, Caribbean and Pacific countries with the goal of alleviating poverty and improving food security in member states.
The EC has long recognised the economic and social importance of fisheries in ACP countries and, in this regard, has funded projects focusing on the planning and management capacities of respective fisheries administrations.  The programmes enhance food security and create employment and are stocked with a global programme budget of 30 million Euros, allocated to activities and projects across 78 ACP countries.
The ACP Fish II Programme supports five main areas, namely:

1   Improved fisheries policy and management plans at regional and national levels;

2   Reinforced control and enforcement capabilities;

3   Reinforced national and regional research strategies and initiatives;

4   Developed business supportive regulatory framework and private sector investment;

5 - Increased knowledge-sharing on fisheries management and trade at regional level.

The cornerstone of the Programme is devising sound fisheries policies and management plans critical to ensuring the sustainable use of fisheries resources and the development of value-added activities in the fisheries sector. The other areas will result in the adoption of sound fisheries management instruments, primarily at regional but also at national level. In particular, they will support and facilitate fisheries policies drafting and implementation processes, through the development of adequate research strategies and the strengthening of MCS measures and enforcement capabilities.

The project takes a participatory approach through which ACP Pacific countries are involved in identifying, formulating, monitoring and evaluating assignments through yearly workshops.

The Pacific ACP region comprises of 15 countries in the Western and Central Pacific ocean- an area responsible for half of the world’s tuna catch which is fast approaching 2 million metric tonnes per annum.

ACP Fish II will develop 26 Projects in the Pacific Region with a planned budget of EUR 3,000,000 to develop activities in the field. Fiji will be beneficiated from 9 regional projects and one specific to ‘Develop subsidiary legislation to implement the fisheries legislation’. Currently and under implementation is the Regional project “Technical Assistance to Develop a Standard National Monitoring Control and Surveillance Operations Manual in Cook Islands, Fiji, Niue, Tonga and Vanuatu. A regional MCS Operations Manual focusing primarily on oceanic fisheries will be developed, approved and ready for use nationally by the five selected countries. This manual is intended to be a reference document designed to guide MCS officers in the performance of their duties. Illegal, unreported, unregulated (IUU) fishing and other activities that undermine fisheries management frameworks have the potential to significantly erode the benefits to Pacific Island people associated with the harvest of oceanic fisheries Regional cooperation in fisheries management between FFA Member States has led to significant management and development gains that would not have been achieved by countries working alone.
Fisheries in Fiji and connection with the ACP Fish II Programme
In Fiji, the Suva Port currently hosts close to 150 mostly long-line vessels, of which 50 percent are licensed to fish in Fiji waters. Recorded catches from this domestic fleet have increased from around 5,000 tonnes in 1998 to 16,472 tonnes in 2002 of which 74 percent was taken in the Fijian EEZ.

A significant volume of tuna is transhipped in Fiji by foreign vessels, and in particular Taiwanese long-liners. The PAFCO cannery in Levuka processes much of the albacore, primarily for export to Europe and the USA.

The subsistence fishery targets mainly finfish, bec[image: image4.jpg]


he de mer, octopus, seaweed, lobster, mud crab, and various bivalve molluscs. These resources make a large contribution to domestic food supplies. It has recently been estimated that 50 percent of all rural households are involved in some form of subsistence fishing and that about 22,000 tonnes of fish are landed each year.

It is also estimated that around 1,000 vessels and 2,500 fishers participate in coastal commercial fishery.  It is further estimated that 9,320 t of finfish and non-finfish (i.e. invertebrates and plants) were harvested by this component of the fishery.  By weight the finfish is responsible for about half of all landings.

The principle agency responsible for fisheries management and development in Fiji is the Department of Fisheries, a branch of the Ministry of Fisheries and Forests. Other government agencies involved include:

Office of the Solicitor General; Navy Division of the Fiji Military Forces; Ministry of Foreign Affairs and External Trade; Fiji Police Force, which in collaboration with the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions is responsible for prosecutions and enforcement; Department of Environment which has interests in respect of marine conservation and sustainability issues, including turtles and other by-catch.

In terms of policy and legal framework, the laws governing the use of marine resources in Fiji are set out in Chapters 158 and 158A of the Laws of Fiji. Chapter 158 is also known as the Fisheries Act. Fishery Management Plans are implemented to guide the management and development of individual fisheries.

It is in this precise context that the ACP Fish II Programme is implemented with a view to helping the states manage their resources better, so that fisheries continue to play these important aforementioned roles, in an international context marked by a mobilisation to fight against poverty and improve food security.

-END-

For further information please contact:
For further information on the ACP Programme please refer to:
http://acpfish2-eu.org/index.php?mact=News,cntnt01,detail,0&cntnt01articleid=24&cntnt01origid=126&cntnt01lang=en_US&cntnt01returnid=126&hl=en
To watch a video about the programme and view dissemination materials please refer to:
http://acpfish2-eu.org/index.php?page=Documents-Divers&hl=en 
For further information on the project of ACP Programme in the Pacific region please refer to
http://acpfish2-eu.org/index.php?page=Pacific&hl=en
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